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tests at either onshore or offshore loca-
tions. Tests will be designed to evalu-
ate the competency of your employees 
or contract personnel in performing 
their assigned well control and produc-
tion safety duties. You are responsible 
for the costs associated with this test-
ing, excluding salary and travel costs 
for MMS personnel.

§ 250.1508 What must I do when MMS 
administers written or oral tests? 

MMS or its authorized representative 
may test your employees or contract 
personnel at your worksite or at an on-
shore location. You and your contrac-
tors must: 

(a) Allow MMS or its authorized rep-
resentative to administer written or 
oral tests; and 

(b) Identify personnel by current po-
sition, years of experience in present 
position, years of total oil field experi-
ence, and employer’s name (e.g., oper-
ator, contractor, or sub-contractor 
company name).

§ 250.1509 What must I do when MMS 
administers or requires hands-on, 
simulator, or other types of testing? 

If MMS or its authorized representa-
tive conducts, or requires you or your 
contractor to conduct hands-on, simu-
lator, or other types of testing, you 
must: 

(a) Allow MMS or its authorized rep-
resentative to administer or witness 
the testing; 

(b) Identify personnel by current po-
sition, years of experience in present 
position, years of total oil field experi-
ence, and employer’s name (e.g., oper-
ator, contractor, or sub-contractor 
company name); and 

(c) Pay for all costs associated with 
the testing, excluding salary and travel 
costs for MMS personnel.

§ 250.1510 What will MMS do if my 
training program does not comply 
with this subpart? 

If MMS determines that your train-
ing program is not in compliance, we 
may initiate one or more of the fol-
lowing enforcement actions: 

(a) Issue an Incident of Noncompli-
ance (INC); 

(b) Require you to revise and submit 
to MMS your training plan to address 
identified deficiencies; 

(c) Assess civil/criminal penalties; or 
(d) Initiate disqualification proce-

dures.

Subpart P—Sulphur Operations

SOURCE: 56 FR 32100, July 15, 1991, unless 
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 63 FR 29479, 
May 29, 1998.

§ 250.1600 Performance standard. 

Operations to discover, develop, and 
produce sulphur in the OCS shall be in 
accordance with an approved Explo-
ration Plan or Development and Pro-
duction Plan and shall be conducted in 
a manner to protect against harm or 
damage to life (including fish and other 
aquatic life), property, natural re-
sources of the OCS including any min-
eral deposits (in areas leased or not 
leased), the national security or de-
fense, and the marine, coastal, or 
human environment.

§ 250.1601 Definitions. 

Terms used in this subpart shall have 
the meanings as defined below: 

Air line means a tubing string that is 
used to inject air within a sulphur pro-
ducing well to airlift sulphur out of the 
well. 

Bleedwater means a mixture of mine 
water or booster water and connate 
water that is produced by a bleedwell. 

Bleedwell means a well drilled into a 
producing sulphur deposit that is used 
to control the mine pressure generated 
by the injection of mine water. 

Brine means the water containing 
dissolved salt obtained from a brine 
well by circulating water into and out 
of a cavity in the salt core of a salt 
dome. 

Brine well means a well drilled 
through cap rock into the core at a salt 
dome for the purpose of producing 
brine. 

Cap rock means the rock formation, a 
body of limestone, anhydride, and/or 
gypsum, overlying a salt dome. 

Sulphur deposit means a formation of 
rock that contains elemental sulphur. 
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Sulphur production rate means the 
number of long tons of sulphur pro-
duced during a certain period of time, 
usually per day.

§ 250.1602 Applicability. 
(a) The requirements of this subpart 

P are applicable to all exploration, de-
velopment, and production operations 
under an OCS sulphur lease. Sulphur 
operations include all activities con-
ducted under a lease for the purpose of 
discovery or delineation of a sulphur 
deposit and for the development and 
production of elemental sulphur. Sul-
phur operations also include activities 
conducted for related purposes. Activi-
ties conducted for related purposes in-
clude, but are not limited to, produc-
tion of other minerals, such as salt, for 
use in the exploration for or the devel-
opment and production of sulphur. The 
lessee must have obtained the right to 
produce and/or use these other min-
erals. 

(b) Lessees conducting sulphur oper-
ations in the OCS shall comply with 
the requirements of the applicable pro-
visions of subparts A, B, C, G, I, J, M, 
N, and O of this part. 

(c) Lessees conducting sulphur oper-
ations in the OCS are also required to 
comply with the requirements in the 
applicable provisions of subparts D, E, 
F, H, K, and L of this part where such 
provisions specifically are referenced 
in this subpart.

§ 250.1603 Determination of sulphur 
deposit. 

(a) Upon receipt of a written request 
from the lessee, the District Supervisor 
will determine whether a sulphur de-
posit has been defined that contains 
sulphur in paying quantities (i.e., sul-
phur in quantities sufficient to yield a 
return in excess of the costs, after com-
pletion of the wells, of producing min-
erals at the wellheads). 

(b) A determination under paragraph 
(a) of this section shall be based upon 
the following: 

(1) Core analyses that indicate the 
presence of a producible sulphur de-
posit (including an assay of elemental 
sulphur); 

(2) An estimate of the amount of re-
coverable sulphur in long tons over a 
specified period of time; and 

(3) Contour map of the cap rock to-
gether with isopach map showing the 
extent and estimated thickness of the 
sulphur deposit.

§ 250.1604 General requirements. 

Sulphur lessees shall comply with re-
quirements of this section when con-
ducting well-drilling, well-completion, 
well-workover, or production oper-
ations. 

(a) Equipment movement. The move-
ment of well-drilling, well-completion, 
or well-workover rigs and related 
equipment on and off an offshore plat-
form, or from one well to another well 
on the same offshore platform, includ-
ing rigging up and rigging down, shall 
be conducted in a safe manner. 

(b) Hydrogen sulfide (H2S). When a 
drilling, well-completion, well-
workover, or production operation is 
being conducted on a well in zones 
known to contain H2S or in zones 
where the presence of H2S is unknown 
(as defined in 30 CFR 250.490 of this 
part), the lessee shall take appropriate 
precautions to protect life and prop-
erty, especially during operations such 
as dismantling wellhead equipment and 
flow lines and circulating the well. The 
lessee shall also take appropriate pre-
cautions when H2S is generated as a re-
sult of sulphur production operations. 
The lessee shall comply with the re-
quirements in § 250.490 of this part as 
well as the requirements of this sub-
part. 

(c) Welding and burning practices and 
procedures. All welding, burning, and 
hot-tapping activities involved in drill-
ing, well-completion, well-workover or 
production operations shall be con-
ducted with properly maintained equip-
ment, trained personnel, and appro-
priate procedures in order to minimize 
the danger to life and property accord-
ing to the specific requirements in 
§ 250.109 through § 250.113 of this part. 

(d) Electrical requirements. All elec-
trical equipment and systems involved 
in drilling, well-completion, well-
workover, and production operations 
shall be designed, installed, equipped, 
protected, operated, and maintained so 
as to minimize the danger to life and 
property in accordance with the re-
quirements of § 250.114 of this part. 
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